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Editorial

Take politics out of it

December 3, 2011

The Auburn Citizen

It was perhaps the biggest disappointment of the state Legislature this year. Legislators' failure to approve an independent redistricting commission to create state Senate and Assembly and congressional boundaries for the 2012 elections and beyond illustrated just how hollow campaign promises can be.

Most lawmakers running in 2010 backed the idea, because they knew the public favored it. But when it came to deliver, they came up with weak excuse after weak excuse, and now we're in the middle of the same process that's been used in the past.

And that's a process that has created districts aimed at helping Republicans keep control of the Senate and Democrats keep control of the Assembly.

That must change. At this stage, however, the prospect of getting independent redistricting commission legislation passed, and then establishing that commission and having it do its work is bleak. Time is running out — state primaries could be coming as early as June.

With that in mind, we think the best move at this point might be to go along with a proposal floated earlier this month by state Assembly Sheldon Silver.

The Democratic lawmaker pitched an eight-member commission of non-lawmakers who are picked by the Legislature, with equal representation for each party.

We're not completely comfortable with that idea, because the legislative leaders still could have heavy influence over the people they choose to sit on the commission. But it's better than the current format, in which sitting lawmakers are running a task force charged with coming up with new lines that the Legislature must then OK and the governor must sign.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has promised to veto has rightfully said he'll veto plans if they come from a political body, a step that likely would push the process into the courts. At least the Silver plan gives us a chance to avoid that scenario.
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